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Dr. Raymond LIANG
President
Hong KongAcademy of Medicine
(FaxNumberz2505 5577)

Dear Dr. LIANG,

TGA's nrecautionar advice on revaccination of Pneumovsx 23 in Aqstldia

Your attention is drawn to that Ausfralia's medicines regulator, the Therapeutic Goods
Adminisfation (TGA) advises health professionals not to administer a second or subsequent dose of
Pneumova:< 23 vaccine (manufactured by Merok Sharp and Dohme) pending the outcome of a review
of an apparent increased rate of injection site reaotions following administration of the second dose.

According to TGA, the vaccine is only required once every five years and this year tlere is a
higher rate ofreports of pain, swelling and soreness at the site where the vaccination has been given.
These adverse events are well desoribed in the product information accompanying the vaccine but
thsre has been an increase in the rate of reports in 201 I compared to previous years.

Preliminary analysis of these adverse reactions suggests that the largest number of reactions is
occurring in people receiving thsir second five yearly dose of Pneumovax. Further dctailed analysis

9f c_me reports, adverse reaction databases and clinical trial data is required and will be undertaken by
the TGA and the Australian Teohnical Advisory Group on Immunisation. Until this analysis is
complete, the TGA is recommending, as a precautionary measurer that patients do not receivo a
seeond dose of the Pneumovax vaccine. For details, please visit the following link:
http://www. tga. gov. au/med ia/20 I U I I 0 4 l6pneumovax.htm

In Hong Kong, there are two registered 23-valent pneumocoecal vaccines and both are
prescription medicines, Pneumovax 23 vaccine is registered by Merck Sharp & Dohme (Asia) Ltd.
in Hong Kong under fhe same name. The other one is registered by Sanofi-Aventis Hong Kong Ltd,
under the name of Pneumo 23 Polyvalent Pneumococcal Vaccine which is currently used in the fublic
sector under the Govemment Vaccination Prograrnme.

Please remind yow members to report any adverse drug events to the Adverse Drug Reaction
Monitoring Unit of Department of Health (tel. no.: z3rg 9633, farr.: 2147-0457 or email;
adr@dh.gov.hk).- For details, please refer to the website: http://www.psdh.gov.hk at Pharmaceutical
Service under "Reporting an Adverse Drug Reaction". Meanwhile,-DH ivill remain vigilant and
continue to monitor related developments of the issue.

Yows sjpcerely,
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(Ms pamela LI)
for Chief Pharmacist
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